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Greetings

Affirming
Our Identity

By Dr. The Hon. Rodger Samuel
Minister of National Diversity
and Social Integration

RINIDAD and Tobago has always
recognised the contribution of
the diaspora which comprises
our rich diversity of cultures,
religions, ethnicities and which has
contributed in no small measure to our
social stability and economic develop-
ment. As such, emphasis continues to
be placed on our treasured indigenous

We proudly join with the indigenouws community and the rest of the
world in commemorating the United Nations Second International Dec-
ade of the World’s Indigenous People.

While the international indigenous population exceeds 370 million, in
Trinidad and Tobagao, our numbers have dwindled over the years to a few
hundred, Despite this, the contributions of our indigenous peoples remain
significant to our cultural fabric, traditional beliefs, customs, and social and
national development. All indigenous groups ane recognised as citizens
and their rights and freedoms are fully enshrined under the Constitution
of our Republic (in Act 4 of 1976), which makes provision for the protec-
tion of the fundamental hurman rights and freedom for all of our people of
Trinidad and Tobago withouwt discrimination. As such, our indigenous peo-
ples possess the rights of security, equality, respect, freedom of thought,
expression, association and assembly, and full participation in political,
economic and cultural life.

In June 2012, the Government of Trinidad and Tobago established the
Ministry of Mational Diversity and Social Integraticn as its advocate for
diversity, nationalism, and greater inclusion. As part of its mandate, the
Mimnistry is responsible for treating with the issues affecting indigenous
peoples and their unique needs consistent with the United Nations Decla-
ration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples to which Trinidad and Tobago
is a signatary.

Through, the establishment of The First Peoples Development Commit-
tee, the Government remains committed to co-operating and consulting
with indigenous groups, This Committee provides a platform for facilitat-
ing consultations and ongeoing dialogue, for effecting policy recommen-
dations and the establishment of key linkages, as well as the provision of
research and technical support.

Our Government has provided the necessary acreage to estab-
lish a model Amerindian Village. This Village will be a reflection of the way
of life of our indigenous peoples inclusive of agriculture and cuisine, food
manufacturing with a cassava processing plant, their creative skills, medi-
cine, religious practices and traditions, music, dance, and language. The
intenticn is that there will be an acknowledgement of the distinet cultural
traditions of our indigenous peoples while creating increased awareness
of their contributions as foundations of our origin as a nation.

The Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago has been
pursuing the inclusion of a module at the Secondary level of education en-
titled, “Indigenous Societies”. We have also established a Thematic History
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Time for Solidarity

Message from the Queen of the Santa Rosa First Peoples Community

TS with great anticipation that | welcome the
national, reglonal and intemational commu-
nity to the Fourteenth Annual Celebration of
First Peaples Heritage Wesk.

In this week, First Peoples embrace the
opportunity to showcase the wealth of culture
and traditions that have survived the cruelties
of colonisation, Itis also an opportunity for
descendants of First Peoples in this country to
gather from all parts of Trinidad and Tobago to
build solidarity im the journey from isolation and
under-development,

Committee which will engage in the re-writing
of the history of Trinidad and Tobago to allow
the transmission of the history, languages,
traditions and beliefs of our indigenous peoples
at all bevels of the educational system. This sup-
paorts inter-generational transfer of indigenouws
knowledge.

In 2013, Trinidad and Tobago hosted its first
International First Peoples Conference with the
theme: “Exploring the Heritage, Consclidating
Traditions, Creating Legacy”. This allowed for
regional and international cultural exchanges
with delegates from Guyana, Suriname, Belize,
Venezuela, Dominica, 5t Vincent, Puerto Rico, El
Salvador, Ecuador, Canada, the United States of
America and Trinkdad and Tobagao.

In 2000, the Government of the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago designated October 14 as
Amerindian Heritage Day in recognition of the
presence and contribution of our indigenous
peoples. This celebration is highlighted with an
annual Heritage Week of activities, This year, we
will be issuing a commemorative stamp on the
377th Anniversary of the defense of the home-

In cbserving the determined actions of the
First Peoples in defending their homeland, one
writer, as far back as 1776, was convinoed that “A
courageous Chief ondy is wanted”.

Ouwr Ancestors paid the price. Let us now
stand tall on their shoulders and move fonsard
to the recognition and development that is lang
averdue,

May the Great Spirit Tamushi Adayali Wachin-
achi and those of our ancient ancestors continue
to bless us all and this land Kairi - Trinidad and
Tobago - the heartstone of our world view,

land of our First Peoples, Kairl, by renowned
Chief Hyarima.

The Government has provided increased
resources for the hosting of Heritage Week cel-
ebrations, promoting regional and international
indigenous cultural exchanges, facilitating fur-
ther research, documentation and publication,
and advancing development through work-
shops, lectures and publications on indigenous
language, song, dance, and music.

The Government of the Republic of Trinidad
and Tobage, through the Ministry of National
Diversity and Social Integration, will continue
to recognise the value of cur cultural diversity
inclusive of our indigenous population. As
we build upon cur affirmation of cur national
identity, we seek to inculcate pride in heritage,
cohesion, and sustainable development in each
and every citizen of our Republic.
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Memory

“The axe forgets, but the tree
that is cut, remembers.”

THIS ancient proverb aptly describes the condi-
tion of the First Peoples of Trinidad and Tobagao,
522 years after Columbus interrupted their long
centuries of existence hene, dating back to 7,000
= 5,000 BC, as evidenced by the unearthing of
“Barwyari Man®

Wit just twa ronths remaining in the
United Nations Second Decade of the Workd's
Incligenous Peoples, the quest for recognition
by the First Peoples of Trinidad and Tobago has
taken several steps badioward,

Onee year aga, the Intemational Conference
of First Peoples of the Carbbean and the Ameri-
cas.on the theme “Exploring Heritage, Conseli-
chating Traditions and Creating a Legacy”, issued
a strong call for October 14th to be a public holi-
day in honour of Chief Hyarima's defence of Kairi
(kniown today as TET) against Spanish colonis-
ers, This Resolution strengthened the earier call
of the Santa Rosa First Peoples Community. The
Community's petition to the Govemment for a
one-off holiday was not Evourably considered,
There could be many reasons for not granting
the holiday, such as the cost to the State and
the already large nurnber of public hobdays in
this country, But, it might also be the result of a
wieww of the First Peoples.as a“minority group’
insignificant in comparison to-other major
groups whose celebeations of Emandipation,
Indian Arrival, Divali, Eid and Shouter Baptist
triurnphs are all officially enshrined by national
pulblic holidays.

First Peoples ane asking, not for an annual
hadickyy, but for 3 “one-off " national holiday in or-

and Justice

By Ricardo Bharath Hernandez

der to foous the country's attention on the First
Peoples’past and present, and to ratse pullic
awareness and recognition of this community.
Wi will redentlesshy pursue this issue,

Imagine eviery year on the Diy of Recogni-
tion, when First Peoples gather at the Hyarima
Monument, people wonder aloud whether
Camival has started soearly! As recently as
Aancpuest, 2004 in Rio Clang, the First Peoples’ con-
tingent was mistaken for a Parang Band, Such
incichents speak koucdly to the fact that we anea
long way off from the recognition for which we
strive. We are not artefacts of the past; we are
here, alive and present and lving our culture.
When soliciting support for our projects, most
rermbers of the corporate sector simgly knonw
riathing sbout the Firt Peoples, Cur requests
are dismizsed, even thowgh the support we seek
s fior long-term human development and not
short term activities.

The United Nations Declaration on the
Righits of Indigenous Peoples affirms that TIndig-
encars Peoples are equal to all other peoples”
Indigencars groups took this issue into account,
and as a result States within the UM system were
asked to focus on indigenous peoples over the
last two decades.

A second mapor concern of the First Peoples
is land - covmership and use, Wy is land 50
irmpartant? Because it is the means of survival,
Indigenous peoplhe of every country have a
unigue inherent right to the land that is recog-
nized in the United Mations Declaration on the
Righits of Indigenous Peoples. The First Peoples
of today arelancless How the Amerindians
of Asirma lost their Land is.a topic that has been
well-researched by Professor Maximilian Forte
The Deed or tithe for land in Arima that many
hold todary did not come directly from the:

Chief, Santa Rosa First Peaples Community _

orginally cwmed by First Peoples and stolen

Lry thee Colonesers. Thiss may sound distant and
Tar-fetched 1o rarme. 1t is indheed distant —rolling
back over free centuries, but is by no means
farfetched. The Axe forgets, but the tree that is
cut, remembers.

Today, the Santa Rosa First Peoples Commu-
nity resquests Land, not 1o give badk 1o descend-
arits but on which the First Peoples' way of life
can b practised,

Apart from preserving heritage and culture,
itis a space for creating an understanding of
sustainable development based on First Peoples
principles. Products are in dernand, but we ane
unable to supply. The opponunity for eco-
romic gain is host keaving the community overdy
dependent on the Gosernment and restricted
in pursuing its own development path.

UNDER-DEVELOPMENT

It vy e arguiec that the major groups that
enjoy public holidays hive made and con-
tinse to make significant contribations to the
development of the nation. Like the Juwe’, the
decishon-rmakers forget that the foundation of
thies nation was laid by the First Peoples - not by
either the European colonisers or the heroes of
Independence from Britain, Whene then is the
recognition? The descendants of the wounded
First Peopdes remember,

It ts true that the First Peoples had not
explored oll, but they used what the Creator
hadd given - Agriculture, They, tod, laboured and
crganid profits that built other nations, a was
their case with the Africans and East Indians who
came and met us here,

When the neswcomers amrived, they

seized the lands the First Peoples had already
cultivated in coC0a, Cassava, Malze, AowWroot,
colton, etc. — the backibone of the econonmy at
that time, They had a start, and went on (o build
wanilth at the expense of the First Peoples who
were rechsced 1o a state of poverty,

In making the dlaim for development in gen-
eral, and throwgh Reparation in particular, the
historcal records show that when the Intendan-
cy ef Veneuela was established in 1776, the
Intesndant wis instrscted to endune that each
Irnucian head of Family possessed a plot of land
according to the size of his family and that itwas
maintained in culthvation. The land was to pass
from father to son with uncultivated land revert-
ing 1o the cormmumity for re-apponionrment.

17 1777, Gereermior Falgques inspected the
12 willsgpers toensune the Incians possessed
sufficient lands and, again in 1783, Chacon
stipulated that every indian over 16 years of age
should have three fanegas of land (22 acres).

In achdition, they were to cultivale commi-
nally two bots of land, one in“plantaing, maize,
manio, beans and rice” and another in cotton,
for the needs of the commanity, with army sur-
plus being sold by the Comegidor fior the benefit
of the village. Most of the Indian villages failed
o culiivate effectively the extensive lands they
had been assigned in the late siteenth century
because of the decling in their populations due
fo Mative Genodide, Tormiake thee lands avalable
fior colonists, the Indians from Tacanigua, Arawca
and Caura wene moved to Arima in 1765,

LINEAGE & CONSTITUTIONAL
PROTECTION

It s commnty argued that the descendants
of the First Peoples are not “pure”in terms of
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bilood line, and therefore do not have a claim o
the rights we enunciate. The question is, who
is responsible for this miscegenation or mixing
of blood? Through n fault of their cwn, our
Ancestors were deliberately "mamied into other
races” o that their offspring could be termed
a5 Mon Indic” and disenfranchised from their
land.

In response to the challenge that questions
authenticity based on the paity of blood, thene
is 8 guiding precedent set by Canada, where
the Aboriginal status of the Metis who werne
also called “Half Breeds® were constitutionally
recognizied in the Constitution Act of Canada
1982, Section 35, along with the Indians (First
Mations and the Inulth.

The Conatitution of Canada is clear in recog-
nizineg and affirming the aboriginal and treaty
rightts of the aboriginal peoples of Canada,

Thircasgh its actions in granting the Day
of Recognition and other rights 1o the First
Peoples, the State has scknowledged the pres-
ence of First Peoples in this country Kairi before
its name was changed to Trinkdad and Tobago.
On their behalfl | respectfully submit that the
et step is recognation of First Peoples within
the Constitution of Trinidad and Tobago. Itis
perplexing that after a series of Consultathons,
the Constitution Reforrn Committes does not
hane a firm recommendation on First Peoples.

Further, the Preamble to the LIN Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples recogniz-
&5 “the ungent need to respect and promaote
the inherent rights of indigenouws peaples

which derive from thesr political, economic
anvd social struciunes and from their cultures,
spiritual traditions, histories and philosophies,
especially thedr rights to their lands, temitonies
and resources”. [My emphasis)

Artiches 2, 3 and B of the Declaration ane
equally strong in stating that

“Indigencus peoples and individuals are
free and equal to all cther peoples and individ-
uals, have the right 1o self-determination, the
right net to be subjected to forced assimilation
or destruction of their culture,
and prevention of and redress
for ary action which has the
aim of depriving them of their
Integrity as distinct peoples”

HOOHD INTIRRATIONS
DULART OF THI WORLE'S
INIGEMDUS PEQPLES

and, in the case of Surinarme, Dutch narmes. In
thie case of Santa Rosa First Peoples Commu-
nity, our first Carib Queen = Delores Gopaul

- married an East Indian. In Guyana a leader
with a full Hindi narne was the Chief over a
village af pune-bred First Peoples. Why then
should such a fuss be made about the lineage
of the First Peaples in Trinidad and Tobago?
FEM. Hoseim, a former Mayor and Legislator,
was an East Indian, who unreservedly took a
fatherly interest in the welfare of the Indians”
Should he not have assisted
because he was an East Indi-
an? The debate over “purity”
is yet another argument to
deny the descendants of the

Itis therefore a sign of
rmig-education that well-intentioned Trinidac-
jams, including persons in ministerial positions,
express doubts and question the authenticity
of those of us who identify as Amerindians
or Firit Peoples, They deny the existence
of Indigencus Peoples in this land. Itwas
presumed that indigenous people either died
ot o went out of existence by the process of
inter-marriage and ‘miscegenation’ or mixing
of blood.

On the lssue of narmes as an indicator of
heritage, the Trinidad and Tobago First Peoples
watr: Hispanised - through no fault of ours,
bast in another deliberate attempt by the colo-
nisers to disenfranchise and assirmilate the First
Peoples, This is also the case in Guyana where
many Indigencus peophe have English names

First Peoples thedr righits.

The United Naticns Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which was
approved on Septernbeer 13, 2007, states
that Indigenous communities, peoples and
nations are “those which, having & historical
continuity with pre-<invasion and pre-colonial
societies, consider thermselves distinct from
ather sectors of societies now prevailing in
those territaries or parts of them?

First Peopdes must enjoy their unigue sta-
tus as defined. This unique status comes with
our rights as Indigenous Peoples, and not a
proclamation that we ane higher than other
citizens. Yet it is a unigue status that should
yield for the First Peoples an Independent seat
on the Arima Borough Council.

Sucoessive governmaents have played a
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part in our marnch to recognition. It was Dr.
Eric Williarms, whe in 1976 approved a grant of
$157.50 1o enable registration of the Come-
maunity as a company. This was a princely
grant considering that the only other direct
contribution 1o the community was $200
from the Arima Barough Corporation for the
Santa Rosa Festival. Subsequently, every
political party in office has provided some
support 1o the Community. Formal recog-
nition came under the government of the
Hational Alliance for Reconstruction, led by
Prime Minister Arthur M.R. Robinson, The psy-
chological and financial breakthrowgh came
with the emergence of a champicn in the late
Mr. Peter Harris, a white man. Can we ponder
an this for a while? A charmpion for the First
Peoples emerged from the ranks of the British
colonizers! His assistance in preparing a pro-
ject outlining the plight of the First Pecples
led 1o a quantum leap in the progress of the
Community.

It is therefore incumbent on First Peoples
throughout Trinidad and Tobago to identify
with their heritage, and bauild that critical
mass to mowe uws forwand, Major recognition
is yet to come, and should not be delayed for
too long into the future.

It weas forrner Prime Minister Dr. Eric Wil-
liams who said that "Democracy is net just the
right to vote, but recogniticn of the rights of
others”

Can we honestly say that the Rights of the
First Peoples ane 50 recognized?

glgbrating

Our Pundamental

Conngetions

blink | &mobile
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T&T’s First Citizen

In December 1971 a team of archaeologists made a find of extraordinary historical
importance at Banwari Trace in South Trinidad with the discovery of the oldest human
skeleton in the West Indies. The excavation was a joint initiative of the Trinidad and
Tobago Historical Society (South Section) led by the late archaeologist Peter Harris,
and the Museo del Hombre Dominicano of the Dominican Republic led by Marcio Veloz
Maggiolo. Promptly christened “Banwari’; the skeleton is currently on display at the
Zoological Museum at UWI, 5t. Augustine. The following description of the find was
presented by Peter Harris in 1978,

IN NOVEMBER 1969, the Trinkdad & Tobago
Historical Society began a sample excavation
Into a pre-ceramic site at Barwar Trace, 5an
Francigue in Souwth Trinkdad, In July 1571, they
presented a report showing 2000 years of
occupation carbon dated at BC 5200-3200,
the then eariest dates for humans in the West
Indies,

The settiement appears to have been small,
covering approdmately 00 squane meters,
Its economy was based on shelifish hunting
and fishing, and some utilzation of plant food
imglied by the presence of handstones and
grinding slabs. The rernaining tool kst included
arrows, awls, niedles, a probable weaving tool,
and an axe. The culture irvobeed the use of
pesthes shaped from imponied stone for sonme
specific pounding process; and use of the hil-
Tog a5 a cermetery Wowards end of occupation,

Two unexpected pieces of data were: a
date of BC4400 for the Gulf of Paria complet-
ing its post-glacial rise in the sea level; and
earty evidence of travel relationships with Guy-
ana, Vienezuela and the Lesser Antilles shown
by the artifacts of overseas stone.

Archaeologists from the University of Santo
Domingo were quite excited by this data, Their
sscond earliest culture, carban dated from
BC 1500, shares with Barvwari the character-
istics of: coastal mangrove location;

ather group consisted of a pair of fermurs. Uin-
demeath the [atter, to everyone’s sunprise, kay
the battered rernains of the skeleton on view
hiere, It lies o its left hand side, in a typical
crouching position, along a northawest axds. Its
feet wire higher than the rest of the body, and
unfortunately were excavated and bagged
separately, Only Do items were disociated, a
round pebble by the head and a needle point
by the b, It situation in a shallow pocket of
humus, apparenthy excavated into the shell
midden, and subsequently covered by nomnal
shell refuse, places burial shortly before end of
oocupation, say approxdmately 34008C.

Thee skieheton was painted with cellulose-in-
acetone presenvative, bowed in, and a 1/4" steel
plate jacked sideways undemath Lo recower it
in its ratrix fior further research.

Erarmwari man or woman is stll the oldest
skeleton in the West Indies, and its survival
for 5000 years at 20 cms below the surface is
nathing short of miraculous, The Society is pre-
pared to wait, preferable a somewhat shorer
perioad, for research on this wnique survivor
and the ather bone materal to be done locally.
Ther hope is that its presencs in the Zoolodgy
Teaching Museurn will stimulate the develop-
ment of students with sufficient competence
in Physical Antheopology to do this research.

pestles- some of which are identical
1o Barnwari; and axes- which appear to
have developed from Barmwari-type Righ
ANCESTON,

In December 1971 they sent down a
team led by Professor Marcio Vieloz Mag-
giolo to investigate the skebetal remains
with the Society.,

An adjoining excavation was opened
and at 15cms, six groups of bones were
revealed, The largest group consisted of
several kong bones, whose disposition
suggested the bundle of a secondary
burial (reburial of selected bones after
decomposition has taken place). An-

i coliar Bong

Right upper srm

Lo e

Right foraarm

Pram

Bonew of wft Band
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Boses of right hand|
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your country”

A Indigentus poople and learm
Face With
A Story

called me with, "Girl, | saw your rela-
tives when | was there. | now know
where your face comes from. That is

I'd been there a couple of years
before, also for the first time, and
was overjoyed to see $0 many

first-hand a bit more about the
rainforest and that heritage. | was
maore than thrilled when my Arawak
guide told me that | had “animal
karma’, because during our hike

so many of the shy creatures came
out 1o s8¢ us. | thought at the time
that the “flat’, beautiful faces of

By S.i.‘yﬂ Hernandez our origingl peoples were missing
from most of the Caribbean islands,
These are the faces you don't see,

WHEN a friend of mine returned and that many people forget exist.

from his first trip to Guyana, he And yet here was someone telling

me that the indigenous ancestry
was plain to see in my own face,
once he had a context. People
aften ask me if I'm from Arima or
Maracas, 5t Joseph because | have
that face, the Spanishy "Carib” face,
and | say | have close family there
{miy father grew up in Williamsville
and Arimal,

What is the actual thread?
My dad told us his grandfather
was a “mestizo” from Venezuela,
half indigenous. He would prob-
ably have been ane of the “tocoa
panyals® who came over to work
on the cocoa estates, and generally
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thought 1o be “Spanish” - for who

would claim "Amerindian” ancestry
in those days? My dad said he had
high cheekbones and Asiatic eyes.
W are trying to find out maore.

I don't know musch about this
part of my heritage (nor really
about any of the others), but | have
alweays felt prowd of it, always had a
deep connection to the earth, the
trees and rivers of our land. When
| first signed up for Facebook and
it wanted to know my religion, |
wrate “Tall Trees”,

Itis in their respect for and one-
ness with the natural world that the
legacy of our indigenous people
lies. There and in the traces and
faces of our First Nations people,
We haven't gone anywhere, We are
still here,

The Long Walk

My desire to right/write the story brought me to
this place. This walk brought me to the place where

A DORPBRTINE P roRY R B narrve

I lectured to university students, having never
attended university myself. Now | was writing in
the books they would study.

By Tracy Assing

MY GREAT grandmother
Clemencia was one of the
founding members of the
Santa Rosa Carib Commu-
nity, now known as the Santa
Rosa First Peoples Commu-
nity.

We have a large family and members
settled in Caura, Lopinot, Brasso Seco, Paria,
La Laja, Tamana, Morne La Croix, Mammaral,
Blanchuisseuse, Sangre Grande and Arima,
Community has always been important to
us. It was natural for her to gravitate toward
hawing a role in creating something that
would reinforce our sense of connectedness,
W could mever doubt who we were, We have
always been proud of our heritage,

She liked to walk. Walking paths along the
Northern Range, her footsteps kept the family
connected,

This simple example is my main inspiration,

When | made the film The Amerindians,
which premiered at the Trinidad and Tobago
Film Festival in 2010, my primary purpose was
to strengthen community,

The film, which took two years to complete,
left me exhausted, emotionally, mentally and
financially,

A contemporary telling of the indigenous
story of survival in Trinidad had not been told
in this way at all. Working through various me-
dia genres | had written pieces for the Trinidad
Guardian, Caribbean Bear magazine and the
Caribbean Review of Books, Having worked as a
producer and presented for various television
series | thought a documentary film a natural
progression. | didn’t want to be on film but it
turned out to be the only way 1o tell the story,

| had to decide very early on how much |
really wanted to reveal about myself and my

Conltinues on Page 14
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STRONG CASE
FOR REPARATION

By Angelo Bissessarsingh

THE curment reparation morverrssnt which bs sweep-

g thii sighenns s 13 firel Firuanclal arvnchi for thay

descencants of the victims of the Tramatlantic Save

Trasde wich ended fornally in the British Emples in

1834, Commitnes hin bien appeointicd ot s rational
gkoral leeved 1o the and pst

WM avpniii of appial ke, the Il_ﬂﬂh-

Four Sharvery and Mathve Genocide” nof only sddnesses
‘thiay Alrccinitne apects of S ey Ert bt
‘trats with an even older clalm and perfaps one that s
T O weririen in biood.

This H the ertithermin of e Firgt Peoplin of
thes region o compensation for the syriemratic and
HOGRFSRA QENOCS (R Wik pergrated on thsr
pncieyors, The smpletic v of fhe matter would be
1o by bk e the mass extinetion of Caribbean fist
b aepaeity ot Bhe Bt of the driccvened hisrael,
Christiopker Columibnn, and Bhe monarchy of Spain
Yoor witaaims P wark & o fac o sgent. A closer anadyii of
tha problerms ssocisted vwith this womewhat infactile
sumimairy of the conguest of the Indies would reveal
Thast thasugh thas e nimiuah (o e wiri Germuran
o all berritories, the historc svents semounding them
vy geeatly.

Fior ingtarci, a8 earky i the 17t century, the
miiant Kaknago peoples of S Viecent had becomae
Irytrielizing du 10 it Ereecing with rurunssy Al
Caribbean slyve fo form o populstion of Garifune
B Canrilori), b Doimiinicas b 1903, the Brivish coborial
acfminaIration chesagrated 4 3 T00-a0 e nesercation f
the resraining Kalinagos of that sland. Though heavily
sl i thes presenit, this nsrvation has svved 10 o
b an ersironument whene the Dominican fnt people
descencants could be oulturally and socially independ
i, This artich wiould be Reithiis in amiirmsating o
expiore the regaonal first rations reparations ke, but
o pasthouler nenes1 woulkd be the cace of Trinadasd,

The entirpaticon of the indigend. poplation of
thie hland began in samaes with the first permarent
Spanish setthement b San ki de Oeuna (50 kieph]
i 1592, This Sosvwen wn Soundied on the Lands of the
i Godgonane wih Qav hith pesistion fof the
purpse, Viet, whin Engleh sealaner S Waker Ralsigh
sached the township thiee yeas Lites, he freed froma

mibeable incanceration in th jail, thiee of four chiefs,
arrudsnng e tha habinis Criuagpaanuan, whih histty that
from this earky epoch, Bre anmdhilation hed begun.

Do, howw Fesiance 10 diesades wach a5 small
P woukd huve elirminated & magor section of the na-
thve pogrulation in Trinidsd, bt it was a more exdenshe
ariel g abans (R wirk iTaplonid 1 il
#lly rob Bhem of Shelr lands, identities and s, First
Cafmat that prwcormenla TyEems by which cortain Span
i grandhe wine ghven Linch Yo work b plantaticnd,
Thaesse waere sibed a1 Arcagua (San Jusn]. Tacarigua snd
Arauca (Aszeacal Avaringdini v forilily hended
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‘The Amerindians’ continues to do the work without me’

From Page 10

family; there were many sensi-
bilities to consider. My great aunt,
Valentina Medina, who was the
Carib Cueen at the time of making
the film, had been diagnosed with
Cancer.

Before my wery public storytell-
ing, Amerindian descendants had
depended on the stories of their
grandparents and great-grand
parents for their history; we were
written out.

The indigenous, sometimes
lumped in with the “coco panyols’,
had a key role to play in the swc-
cess of cocoa, coffee and tobacco
crops, There are records of “Carib®
calypso legends in Port of Spain.
They continued to exist in small
communities along the backbone
of the Morthern Range.

Well, this is as limited as my
knowledge was at the time. | have
te include South Trinidad now, At
a screening of “The Amerindians”
during its run at the film festival,
Rabina Shar who leads a group of
Warao descendants in the South,
introduced himself to me.

He explained that he was so
happy that | had made the film
which says the story of the indig-
enous in Trinidad is not limited to
thee Santa Rosa Festival. Because |
exist” he said,

This has happened wherever
| have screened the film and was
present for a discussion or ques-
tiom and answer session afterward,
in Trinidad and in Canada, When
the lights go up, someone steps
forward to proudly declare their
connection, their desire to be
counted as part of the community.
Because their grandmother was,
their grandfather was, because
they are family.

On the heels of the film festival
SCPEEnIngs Came other success-
ful screenings at the University of
the West Indies in 5t Augustine,
the University of Trinidad and Tobago and
Trinidad's Mational Academy of Perform-
ing Arts, as well as Peter Doig's Studio Film
club.

As part of the Trinidad and Tobage Film

Company's TV Film Festival in August 2011,

“The Amerindians” reached homes across
the country. In just one weekend, every
television station in the country screened
the film, along with other locally-produced
short films,

My great aunt passed shortly afterward,

The Amerindians had its North Ameri-
cam premiere at the University of Toronto

on October 14, Day of Recognition, The
responsive audience included respected
diaspora academics and artists, students
of Caribbean History, Caribbean 5Stud-
ies and Indigenous Studies. The film was
introduced by Canadian First Nations poet
and authar, Lee Maracle, ane of the first
Aboriginal people to be published in the
early 19705, An award-winning poet, nov-
elist, performance storyteller, scriptwriter,
actor and keeper/mythmaker among the
Stenlo people.

Two days later, | presented excenpts
from the film and gave a presentation on
my work and process to a conference for

Abariginal curators, artists, critics, histori-
ams and scholars at OCAD University. The
conference was titled ‘Revisioning the
Indians of Canada Pavillion: Ahzhekewada
{Let us look back).

Other successful screenings at York
University and Trent University lead to
reviealing discussions about indigenous
politics and the importance of anthropo-
logical and archaeclogical studies in the
Caribbean

The Amerindians was also plcked up
for distribution by Third World Newsreel,
a US-based distributor that specializes in
educational documentaries.

In the last two years “The
Amerindians” has been seen in
Madurai International Docu-
mentary and Short Film Festival
and Chennai International Doc-
umentary & Short Film Festival
im South India and throughout
South America and the Carib-
bean, through the Travelling
Caribbean Film Showcase.

Dir Basil Reid, lecturer in
Archaeology, Archaeology
Centre, the Department of
History at the University of the
West Indies, 5t Augustine asked
that | contribute a chapter to
the Encyclopedia of Caribbean
Archaeology.

My desire to right/write the
story brought me to this place.
This walk brought me to the
place where | lectured to umni-
wversity students, having newver
attended university myself, Now
| was writing in the books they
wiould study.

The Encyclopedia of Carib-
bean Archasology was pub-
lished by University of Florida
Press this year and | contributed
the chapter on the Santa Rosa
Carib Community (Santa Rosa
First People’s Community).

On September 14, | received
an email from Christopher
Pinheirg informing me that The
Amerindians had captured the
award for Best Short: Docu-
mentary at the Caribbean Tales
International Film Festival held
i Torgnto,

| was very surprised. The
Amerindians is continuing to do
the work without me.

The film was not a successful
maoney-making enterprise but
| must say that money-making
was not my intent. In many
ways | sought only to emulate
the example set by my great
grandmother,




oct10-18 2014

. First Peoples Heritage Week

New Book focuses on
First Peoples’ Culture

THE food, festivals and medicine of the First Nation
community are documented in a new book sched-
uled for release today, Friday, October 10

Kunuwaron is the title of an illustrated book by
Sat Balkaransingh, produced with input from Chef
Jassie Singh and Chief Ricardo Bharath, Chief of
the Santa Rosa First Peoples Community. The book
itself focuses on

Kumuwuaton, a Karina word that translates into
‘culture; is an attempt to docurnent the lifestyle of
the Karina people whose culture has blended with
those of later arrivants to the istand to give Trinidad
and Tobago culture the unique character that it has
today.

In introducing the book, Balkaransingh says he
ariginally intended to address the cuisine of the
First Peoples of Santa Rosa of Arima, but that as
it developed, he realised that how little is known
about the practices and lifestyles of the First People
of Kairi or of the Santa Rosa community of Arima”

“Less still is known of the historical antecedents
and contributions made by our First Peoples in
terms of their culinary, creative and performing ars
and traditional medicines to the building of our
contemporary socio-cultural landscape.” says the
author.

Kunuweaton opens with an historical account of
the 5anta Rosa Festival which, at 255 years, Is the
oldest existing festival in Trinidad and Tobago. Also
provided is a detailed description of the smoke
ceremany and the water ceremaony, conducted in
current times by Peyai Cristo Adonis, the commu-
nitys medicine man or Shamaan. In introducing
these, Balkaransingh makes the paint about the
First Peoples’ philosophy of an integrated, inter-
dependent world:

“They adhere
to a philosophical
belief system that the
world is composed of five
elements: earth, air, water,
fire and ether. There is a con-
sciousness or supreme force that
energises these things 1o create
and perpetuate life forms. Everything
is intricately interconnected, and to dis-
turb one element is to disturb the pattern
af life and the energy that flows from it”

The book makes a foray Into the First Mation
Peoples love affair with parang music before go-
ing on toos an extensive discussion about the food
of the First Mation people, with a focus on cassava
and other root crops, com, cocoa, plantains and
bananas, fish and meats and vegetables and fruits
including avocadoes, and tomatoes and natural fla-
vourings and spices such as vanilla and tonka bean.
Alongside all of these are recipes including recipes
for non-alcoholic and alcoholic drinks distilled by
the indigenous community,

One chapter is devoted to the natural medicing
of the First People with its various herbal applica-
tiens for wounds, Injuries and allments, Mamy of
the herbs mentioned are still widely used both by
First Peoples and the wider national community.
On the advice of the Peyai, the writer has desisted
from giving details about the prepara-
tion of some of the medicine in order
to avoid the risk of amateur dispensing
treatment.

The book is lavishly presented with
photographs and written in a style for
easy reading.
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Aiming For Sustainability

THE First Peoples Village Project is now a high pri-
ority item as the Indigenows Community moves
to put itself and its culture on a sustainable path.
Five years ago, the Government agreed 1o lease
the Community a five-acre parcel of State land for
the development of a Model Amerindian Village,
This step was taken in response to the 2009 Re-
port of the Amerindian Project Committee, Other
project-based initiatives were also agreed to, such
a5 financial support for two documentary films,
the provision of technical and financial support

for enhancing exhibits and curatorial services at
the First Peoples Centre in Arima,

Simce then, the Government has agreed to
incrisase the size of the land from five to 25 acres
in the Northern Range. By itself, howewver, the land
lease is far from sufficient 1o kick-start a venture
that could achieve the Community's objectives of
economic and cultural sustainability, The sketch
shown abowve was an artist's impression of the
First Pecples Village as proposed in the 2009
Report,

First Peoples Heritage Week .

SECOHD INTERMATIONA

DECADE OF THE WORLD'S

INMGENOUS PEO Pl!!@l

Decade of Focus

O 22 December 2004, the United
Mations General Assembly adopted
Resolution A/RES/59/ 1 T4 fora
Second International Decade, which
commenced on 1 January 2005,

The Decade has five main objec-
tives:

1) Promaoting non-discrimination
and inclusion of indigenous peo-
ples in the design, implementation
and evaluation of international,
regional and national processes
regarding laws, policies, resources,
programmes and projects;

2} Promating full and effective
participation of indigenous peoples
in decisions which directly or indi-
rectly affect their lifestyles, tradi-
tional lards and territories, their
cultural integrity as indigenous
peoples with collective rights or any
other aspect of their lives, consider-
ing the principle of free, prior and
informed consent;

3) Redefining development
policies that depart from a vision
of equity and that are culturally ap-
progriate, including respect for the
cultural and linguistic diversity of
indigenous peoples;

4) Adopting targeted policies,
programmes, projects and budgets
for the development of indigenous
peoples, including concrete bench-
marks, and particular emphasis on
indigencus women, children and
youth;

5] Developing strong monitaring
mechanisms and enhancing ac-
countability at the international, re-
gional and particularly the national
level, regarding the implementation
of legal, policy and operational
framewaorks for the protection of in-
digenous peoples and the improve-
ment of their lives.

Several towns and villages of modern Trinidad bear the names given to them by the people of the island’s First
Nation . Among them are Arima, Tunapuna, Arouca, Chaguanas, Couva, Mucurapo, Carapichaima, Mayaro, Tacarigua,
Paria, Caura, Guaico, Mayaro, Guayaguayare.

Among the foods introduced by the native people into the Trinidadian diet are pastelles, cocoa, barbequed wild
meat, cassava bread and the alcoholic drink, Warap.



. First Peoples Heritage Week

AT

|, THE STREAM
By CRISTO “AEKOSANG® ADONIS

I, the stream do have a story to tell

I once ran and sang happily over lovely stones and mosses

Between beautiful banks covered with luscious trees, ferns and bushes

That was a time, the people who lived close by treated me with reverence

And with lowe

The fishes used me as their home: the animals came to drink of my water

And even the birds from above

We all lived in perfect peace and harmony

I meandered my way to meel my big sister, the river

And we entwined, to meet our mother the sea.

One day we awoke in surprise

To our peaceful place came sirangers, who had already planned our demise

We being of a simple and peacelul nature

Thought they were beings rom above

S0 my friends and I treated them with respect and love:

I quenched their thirst, seothed their sore bodies

Whilst my friends gave them shelter and food

All these things we did because they appeared Lo be harmless and good

Bul then everything changed: we saw their frue ways and habils

They cut the trees and plants on my banks, their waste in me they dumped

I ran no more, but crawled. | sang no more, but whispered: | began to dry

Their waste began to poison my friends:

Man, animals, birds, fishes and plants

We all began Lo de

Wy sister, the river also became ill and now even our mother the sea is

Sulfering that evil

We weep!

We stream!

We plead!

For a healing,

Oh Great Spiril,

Send a healing!

So we can be ence more as we were

Then and only then, will there be once more pleasant story to lell

oct10-18 2014

Chief Hyarima

T&T’s First Freedom Fighter

IMMORTALISED in steatite,
comcrete and bronze paint, Chief
Hyarima, leader of the Nepuyo
peocple of Morth East Trinidad,
presides aver the Town of Arima
where his descendants keep
alive the memory of Trinidad
and Tobagao's first national hero.

Rewvered as a great warrior
and strateqist, Hyarima is said to
hawve commanded the respect
of warriors from throughouwt the
villages surrounding Arima.

5o great was his reputation
that both the Spanish who were

trying to settle Trinidad, and the
Dutch who were focused on To-
bago, feared and respected him.
From 1665, when he established
a strategic alliance with the
Dutch to attack the Spanish, to
1689 when he launched a dead-
Iy attack against the Capuchin
Missionaries of 5an Francisco de
los Arenales and Gowvernor Don
Jose de Leon y Echales in Arena,
Chief Hyarima was the centre of
Indigenous resistance.

On 25 May 1993, in com-
memoration of the UN Year of

the Indigenous People, this
statue of Chief Hyarima was
unveiled at Hollis Avenue in the
heart of Arima, Itwas designed
and created by artist Sehwyn
Borneo of Maloney Gardens,
D'Abadie. The statue stands at
13ft high.

Borneo represents Chief Hya-
rima as the great warrior he was,
dressed only in loincloth with
spear in hand, surrcunded by an
impression of a forested Arima
as the area would have been in
the time of Hyarima.
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Arandara

Jouvay Ayiti Coming with
Reparations Mas Trilogy

By Rawle Gibbons

WARADI Nepuyo! Lokono/ Arawak!
Chaimal Chaguanes! Kalipunal Kalinago!
Clboney! Tainol

The proud roll call of seme of the mare
than 2 million people who populated this
region before Columbus’ momentous mis-
take, They had migrated from the Amazon
northward and south/east from the north
and central continental shores to create
whhat would be essentially island cultures,
The history of the Caribbean is first of
all, their story: how they migrated across
Land, Built canoes and mastered the sea,
planted cassava and produced technolo-
gles appropriate to their new environment
and needs; the societies they established,
the gods they knew and the caciques whao
ruled in their name.

From 1492 onward, they confront a
kanaima of destruction, displacement,
disease, forced labour, butchery and geno-
cide, a3 white men invade and claim their
lands in the name of alien countries and
kimgs. This stery of conflict, conquest and
concession may be the story of all civiliza-
tions and would have been taking place
on some scale even among the original
peoples of the region. However the mag-
nitwde of this debacle, driven by Europe’s
genacidal greed, was without precedent
in wiorld history. The story becomes one of
resistance, endurance and survival, out of
which men and women are named as he-
roes, traitors and herolnes of their people,

“Arandara Ponahara’, the 2015 mas of
Jowrvay Ayiti, recalls our stories of resist-
ance. It is the story of warnors lke Bacu-
anar who forced the Spanish to abandon
their first attempts to settle Kairi, which
the invaders called Trinldad and Hyarima
wiho later burned their first capital San
Jose de Ovuna to the ground. Itis the story
of the Talno caciques Hatuey In Cuba and
Queen Anacaona in Haiti who bed their
people in a fight to the death; of the coura-
geous Kalinago warrlors whose swift and
will-grganioed inter-island attacks were
the bane of the British and French settlers
in Alubera (Tobago) Guanarao|St. Lucia),
CamajuyalGrenada) Guaticabon/ Waituk-
buli, (Dominica) and CarucairifGuacana
(Guadeloupe). It Is the story of a fierce new
race, the Garifuna, derived from Kalinago
peoples and African runaways, who under
their fearless paramount chief, Josaph
Chatoyer, made Yurumein/Yarumai (51

Vincent) a strong-
hedd of resist-
ance o French
and British
OCoUpa-

ticn until
Chatoyer's

death in

batthe and his people’s subse-
quent exile to British Colombia,

Arandara Ponahara also
celebrates the reclamation of
indigenous culture as integral
to Caribbean identiny.

‘Arandara’in the Garifuna
language refers to seeking
compensation, an apology,
the reconciliation of & debt
ar injury; Ponahara’is
part of a phrase in the Wal
Wai Ianr_] uge l;ll_\manl,‘ilnr_}
the return of one’s lands. The
mas thus supports the call by
indigenous peoples and the
governments of CARICOM for
an apology by the colonising
powers af Europe for their
crimes against the peoples
of the Caribbean and for
consultation between
CARICOM governments and
indigenous organizations on
the mechanisms of REPARA-
TION,

In meeting these objectives, the band,
Jouvay Ayiti, approaches Caribbean indi-
geneity as a commaon heritage, a history
from which all have benefited, a culture
frarm which there is still rmuch to learn,

a call for reparations that is nothing less
than just and, therefore, one for which
people of all races must stand. The basis
for the band's action is recognition of the
indigenous peoples as our commaon andes-
tors. This reality has long been celebrated
in the traditional theatres of Masquerade
and Carnival. Throughout the African
diaspora in the Carlbbean and Americas,
the figure of the Indian’ appears. From the
fancy-feathered, intricately beaded oratory
af the New Orleans Black Indian, to the
pescock-feathered, tomahawked warriors
of the islands’ masquerades, to the variety
of Trinidad's Wild, Black and Fancy Indian
traditions, there is the ritualized, festive
invocation of this absence of a yet living
presence.

Iry Haiti, where African culture is mast
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Ponahara!

‘Arandara’ - Garifuna for seeking
compensation, an apology...
‘Ponahara’ —part of a phrase in
the Wai Wai language demanding
the return of one’s lands.

visible in the Caribbean, the
Taing queen Anacacna lives
anin the names of people,
organizations and the
embodied possession of
histary that daily sustains
Haitian life. These acts of
mermorializing, in naming,

in masquerade moments, in
the everyday transaction of
narratives, defy a history
of erasure, fragmenta-
tion and disunity. In their
performance they enact
our vision and making of
ourselves.

It ks from mas as

the source of memaory,
magic and 0
manifestation
that Jouvay

the medium of mas, community. Jouwvay
Ayt issues it call 1o all groups, com-
munities, individuals, to become, in their
own way, one with the mas. This does not
mean all‘joining the band’ or bandwagon,
for that matter, but re-visiting and re-
evaluating the foundation of our common
indigenous ancestors and acknowledaging
their presence in whatever you consider
your own celebration,

For us, the peoples of ARANADA
POMAHARA, we call on ancestors to testify,
Their presence will run throwgh all 3 instal-
ments of a Reparations trilbogy { 20015-17),
50 too, will we celebrate achievement, our
own ‘repairing’ of the damage of a history
that dictates who was first shall be last and
that in the beginning was the sword,

—
-

%,

Ayiti derives,
We go to the
roots of the
mas tradi- z
tiom here: by,
.
&
people wanting/needing to
find a space for themselves, to
b seen for whom they are or 4
may choose to be, to display i
their celebration of chaoice,

50 the mas is essentially an
individual creation and perfor-
MANCE, Worman of man, Ma and
Pa‘'making dey manima’ - even
when presented with a costume
ina mini pizza-box, When one’s
manima is well-made, good and
proper, the universe itself does
open up; this oo, we well know,
The Jouvay Ayiti process, in-
valving continually challenging.
engaging, creating, problem-
salving is one of continuous
learning. Through the con-
nections our work makes with
groups and other arts-workers in
the region and wider diaspora,
we place ourselves within a pro-
cess of constructing throwgh
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Retrieving ldentity

By Thomas E. lsaac (Gens'Arime)
T&T Philosophical Society

The following paper was presented at
the International First peoples’ Conference
which took place at the UTT O°'Meara Cam-
pus Auditorium on October 12 - 13, 2013,

SPAIN'S colonial project in the Caribbean
led not only to the erasure of cultural
identity but to the rapid disappearance

of its first peoples within a relatively short
time-period. The ruthless passion for gold,
if enly to ensure that the financial invest-
ment made by Ferdinand and Isabella paid
aut handsome dividends, privileged mate-
rial wealth owver human well-being, and
converted the bodies and souls of men
Into instruments of labour in the quest for
money, power and prestige. Through repar-
timiento and encomienda, the Spaniards
herded the natives like animals 50 as to
fully exploit the land for its resources, The
brutality of the exploitative machinery and
the microbial onslaught from the old world
diseases decimated the islanders, and actu-
ally wiped out the Amerindian population
from almost all of the small Caribbean
islands.The Spanish colonial policy, if at

I there was one, issued out differing and
conflictual concerns, interests and ideo-
legical motivaticns. Much of the actual
practice of colonization was conducted,
not by bearned Iberian scholars fascinated
by the challenge of the novel civilizational
encounter with unknown cultures and
peoples having new ideas and technolo-
gies, plants and traditions, capable of
enriching the European project, Saldiers,
traders, merchanimen, armang the most
uncaring and ruthless adventurers,
exposed for the first time to extreme
conditions of survival, embarked on
a risky commercial venture in which
profit was not guaranteed, thousands
of miles from the centres of govern-
ance and accountability, and distant
from family and friends.

By the fifteenth century the West-
ern Christian church had reached its
boundaries in its thrust of evange-
lizing the heathen, contained as it
was geographically by the warld
of Islam which almost completely
encircled Western Eurape from
Turkey 1o Morocco, Calumbus' rew
discovery re-ignited the evangeli-
cal passion for souls, mativating
friars and monks to abandon their
curas in Spain for a new world to
be claimed and Christlanized for
king and pope. The early voyages
ceincided with the expulsion of
Jews and Moslems from Spain
urder the programme of national

unification. The church’s spiritual conguest,
which at times seemed in conflict with the
military and economic enterprise of Spain,
as in the case of Las Casas, was really com-
plementary to the designs of conquistador
anvd administrator in its genocidal impact
on the body and soul of the native,

The magnitude and temporal celerity of
this undertaking, extending from Canada
to Angentina eventually when the Prot-
estant nations of Western Eurcpe joined
the enterprise, eventuated in what was
perhaps the greatest tragedy of human
history, surpassing in its harrific effects four
centuries of the Atlantic slave trade, the
barbarities of the Mongol invasions, or the
nightmare of the twentieth century holo-
caust and the massive destruction of lives
in World War Il, Those who experienced the
maost intense form of horror of European
conquest were nat the Aztecs and Mayas
of Mexico nor the Incas of Peru, where
tribal identities and languages still survive
into modernity because gecgraphy
provided a buffer
to the onslaught
of a remorse-
bess invasion of
human beings,
microbes
and

Participanis

weaponry against which first peoples had
litthe defenses. This is indeed an amazing
historical instantlation of the interdepend-
ence of man and his natural environment,
nature and culture, and a validation of the
many eco-philosophies that characterize
the consciousness of many first peoples.
Thie truly tragic onslaught was actually
harree in the Caribbean, from Cuba and its
Talmos peaple, 1o Trinldad with its cos-
mapolis of island and continental races,
Kalina, Warao, Kalipuna, Nepuyo, Arawaks,
Caribs, many on the move northwards
at the same time that the pale strangers
werne heading southwards in search of
gald, pearls and ather exatic materials. The
Intensity of the horrorn, though not its mag-
nitwde, is perhaps captured in the story of
Saureurs, Grenada, where in an act of col-
lective suicide, the natives leaped to their
death on the rocks below 1o escape a worse
imagined fate of colonial senvitude. It is even
mare amazing and heroic that here
w  ontheslands, in the face of massive
i destruction and extermination, the
noble and courageous fighters right
here in Trinidad refused to be com-
pletely wiped off the historical records
and traces of their struggles and
resistance have survived to this
day in Arima, on Calvary Hill and
along the banks of the Arima
River into Mundo Nuevo, and
indeed throwghout the
MNorthern Range whene
the tropical rainforest
provided shelter and
habitat 1o a kost
generation. The
remnarkable
achievernent
af the

it the 2013 International Conference

tent on holding on and retaining or retriey-
ing identity, from Hyarima to Hemandez-
Bharath and Cristo Adonls is indeed one of
the most remarkable stosies in the Americas,
ard provides us all Trinidadians with a rich
legacy that needs to be cherished and cel-
ehrated by all

The struggle for survival and identity
began from the first instance of European
settlement in the island. We made it hard for
Spaniards to settle here, and the very first
efforts of colonization failed miserably, not
because Trinidad was a Spanish backwater
a5 the Western accounts tell us, but because
our first peoples engaged in pitched battle
on the central plains with the early coloniz-
ers, Later when Spain was better prepaned
far the challenge the colony around San Jose
survived, but the full conguest of the island
was still a difficult proposition. The San
Rafael affair, the Arena massacre/mirsche,
which the historians refer to as a massacre
of Roman Catholics priests, but was really
a Spanish punitive massacre of natives, Is
merely a single monument of resistance and
revolt against repartiriento and Christiani-
zation. Spain had to invite French colonists
before they could pacify the island, and by
the time Britain arrived at the turn of the
nineteenth century it was evident that the
first pecples had kost their foothold, To make
way for Count Lopinat and the many settlers
fram Grenacda the remaining tribes from Ta-
carigua, Arauca and Caura were herded into
Avirna, and placed under the supervision of
the Santa Rosa Capuchin missionaries. It is
here that church and tribe worked together
to protect and preserve cultural identity,
though only in so far as it was receptive to
the doctrinal and formalizing impress of
a medieval Christianity. The story of Santa
Rosa and her miracubous encounter with
a few natives illustrates magnificently the
process of cultural preservation-distortion:
reproduction that was at waork among our
first pecples.

It is necessary that we recognize the
actual scale of the threat to identity what
was often knowingly, often unwillingly or-
chestrated on our first peoples of Trinidad.
In the early twentieth century the people
of Calvary Hill were genetically very much
true natives. Fair-skinned as compared to
the rest of the population, with Amerindi-
an-Asiatic features as their fellow tribes-
men along the great river valleys of the
Guianas, and still retaining cultural pecu-
liarities like hunting skills and agricultural
practices, they stood out uniguely with the
burgeoning population of southern Arima.
The autharities had failed to discharge
the terms of their contractual promises to
pratect the tribe from migrants coming
to live im Arima. Two generations later the
physical appearance of the tribe
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‘Arima is well poised to be the mecca of a Caribbean
renaissance of an indigenous civilization’

had drastically changed, constituting a

reeal threat through miscegenation to the
presenvation of identity and essence, Most of
the tribal descendants, thowgh remarkabhy
retaining native features in physhognomy and
countenance, ane now characterized as Afro-
Trinidadians, or Cocoa-Payols Spanish (which
until quite recenthy constituted the spoken
language and the hyrical content of the pa-
rangl. Alll these curiously exotic designations
are nothing mone than a deliberate erasure of
cultural difference which fifty years of national
independence has failed to nurture, Today the
task of preserving and retrieving identity and
essence is perhaps under its greatest threat; all
thie more reason for supporting and sustain-
ing the work of Ricarda, Cristo and the Cariby
Queen of Afima,

Thee nature of that threat is what we need
toexamine at this time, if the project of cul-
tural retrievad is to be accomplished with any
reasonable degree of success, Mative oultures
were deliberately demonized and eradicated
in the early period of Eurapean colonization,
when Spanish, and later English and French
govermnments perceivid their historic mission
as civilizing the barbarows and assimilated
thinm to Western cultural practices, This
required a virual transformation of consclous-
ness, thee imposition of a new panthecn of
divinities, new apparel, languages, technolo-
gies of existence and production, strategies
for living, as well as rransformed sendibilities
in matters of taste, melody, beauty, order
and ethical virtue, To be hurman, and the
Ewrcpeans were not abways too certain of the
nativers full hurmnanity, was 1o be European,
and this applied to all first peoples, be they
fricem the Arericas, Africa or Asia, It was at this
tirme that mamy of the radological theories
e concoctid in Western academia and the
discourses over emplre and the nature of non-
Euwropeans, Mon- Eurcpeans could nat fit into
a Christian world- view that confined human-
ity within the boundaries of a Biblical decent
freem Meah within a pest-diluvian Middle-East-
e river valley, Later, even modems scientific
netions of biclogical evolution werne used to
support racial agendas that hierarchized the
races in degrees of evolutionarny ascent to
homao sapiens. Mulattos and Mestizos did not
fare wiell in these estimations, as their name
suggests, and were often perceived as the
basest forms of humanity, and even at first as
sterile and sulb- hurman creatures,

The real tragedy of all this is the European
political power and military superiority im-
posed this qultural- intellectual regime on first
peoples throughout the new and old worlds,
Chana and Japan excepted, and the victimg
almaost to a man came to accept this world-
viewr anvd vision, believing in its rightness and
veracity within a Christian eptsternology, and
conscicusly abandoning the follk mores of
their ancestors. This is a process that continues
to this day despite talk of cuttural diversity and

the legitimacy of difference. Post- modem
seepticiem and its kevelling of culture and tra-
dition has not been able to check the impetu-
ous march of a triumphalist modemity that
continues to promote the westem project.
What reinforces modemity's self-assurance
anedd hubis is the triumph of technology
which implicitly relegates all early cultures to
the dust-bins af history. The recent idolization
and fetishization of the gadgets of modem
civilization renders the production technigques
«of former times and peoples

logical work of Prof Harris and others and the
living experimental endeavours of Ricarde,
Cristo and other tribal leaders, a legacy has
been pratected and retrieved for generations
10 Comme.

[For the Amerindian occupying this Bhab-
halan space of cultural hybeidity, the retrieval
and preservation of identity is a momentous-
Iy hazardous undertaking, Without a lirerary
cutture of their own which can best protect
and preserve patrimony and inheritance,
native peoples were without agency in the
episternic task of self-definition, only to dis-
cover themsehves later in history described
a5 cannibalistic, lazy, slovenly, demonic in
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Geronimo are still numbered among the en-
emies of America Here in Trinidad a Hyarima
or any of the early caclques are not given the
historical status of a De Berrio, Chacon, Lord
Harris even in contemporary national Histo-
ricgraphy. but always portrayed as an exotic
other in opposition to the relentless march of
Western civilization. Historical reminiscence,
the essence of the present project, painful
as it may be, requires mot merely retrieval,
bast a redefinition of a Caribbean subjectivity,
and a new namative account of history that
rishocates Colurmbas quite late in the story of
the Americas.

T secung our gawn Trinidad legacy is
one of the greatest challenges to

fessilized of a primitive past.

This new cult of technaol-
ogy threatens to condemn us
to a Marcusian one-dimen-
sionality that deprives lving in
mpdarm times of its iichness
and diversity. 5o much the
e st we therefone
preserve the memory of the
past, and protect the legacy
of ancestors

Today the voice of the first
pecples is heard throughout
the world in 5o mary ways,
bast it is the Native American
that is the most significant
and sonarous because of
the reality of the historical
tragedy and the actual threat
of disappearance. Here in
Triniclad that voice must be
heard among a competing
cacophony of other voices,
First there was the black
awakening beginning in the
early twentieth century with
Garvey and the pan-African
miowement, and culminating
in the American Civil rights
rmcwement and Black power
during the &0% and 70%. That
Africanist discourse is still
alive and implicates many of
our Arima first peoples who share an African
ancestry. In response there was a come-
sponding Indo-Trinkdadian awakening with
arenewed pride in an Asiatic heritage which
like the African was bludgeoned by West-
ermn arrogance and atrocities. Some trilbal
miembers shane this heritage also, Mational
Iindependence browght to Trnidad another
discourse that also promised to erode the
culture of first peoples, It was a nationalist
programime that aimed initially at subsum:
ing ethnic difference under a unified image
of the Trinidadian, and the model was Afro-
creole, Some accormmodation was made for
the Amerindian heritage in the nationalist re-
vival of the music of the parandero, although
this was viewed as a seasonal past-time fitted
foor Better Village competitions or Christmas
festivities. The studious preservation of a
unigque culture that perhaps can alone lay
claim to be truly Trnidadian was hardly ever
taken into account. Thanks to the archaeg-

Delegates arrive for the Conference

religious practices, sterile, unprogressive and
unv-historical in the march of civilization. The
orslaught of this episternic injustice together
with the collective amnesia that continues to
haunt the consciousness of most Caribbean
peoples, native as well as immigrant. Retriev-
ing memory therefore becomes emaotively a
painful experence, a collective, tribal reliving
of the agonies and atrocities of history, and
the new self-writing into the record of the
human presents an arduous task of collecting
fragments of a lost civilization. It is a positive
responses to Spivak’s famous question® Can
the sub-altern speak?™ Such conferences of
first peoples, with an increasing population
of Gramacian organic intellectuals, are for the
first tine truly speaking, and their intellec-
tual task recueines the complete debunking
of the Western Eurocentric perspective on
history and culture, To this day the USA has
net embraced the stories of its first peoples
s its own, and Sitting Bull, Crazy Hawk or

government, academia and tribe
here in Trinidad. Our Ministry of
Culture needs to give some measure
of serious attention to task preserva-
ticn, providing the infrastructure and
financial resources for such a project.
Our primary centres of leaming.
LA, LT, UISC nesed to imvest in the
archaeological researchers mecessary
T retrienvie 50 much that is lost to
histony. The palpable recreation of an
Armerindian culture and civilization
must be undertaken in the efficienthy
administered preservation of this
unigue arts and skills of food-prep-
aration, technologies of production,
aesthetic pursuits, mausic, sculpture,
wiood-work, painting, and basketry,
weaving and the many elements
of native life. That authentic Cariby/
First Peoples village must be labori-
oushy constructed, mot primarily as
& premier touristic attraction on the
traveling itinerary in the Caribbean,
but mone 5o as a retrievalrecreation
of an indigenous chvilization and
ecology within and alongside our
cultural modernity for the enrich-
mient of our human experience and
the education of the young, We need
writers, iterary men and woman
wha in novel and poetry, stage and
historiography, will recreate in the life
of the collective imagination reminiscences
of the native past. This requires a tremendous
irvestrnent in our human resources, a studi-
ous commitmient to the enterprise of the
Indies, and a genuine beliefin the value of
undertaking. Tribe and naticnal community
must work together to protect and preserve
this truly indegenous Inheritance, locating it
centrally in a national cultural project. Arima
is well poised to be the mecca of a Canibbean
renaissance of an indigenous civilization.
Hewwr all of this fits into a new vision
of humanity, a philosophical frame that
ichertifies the preservation of an Amerindian
heritage with the ultimate human project of
survival, restoration, insight, even | daresay a
transcend Logos that secures man's place in
ther universe, his cosmological topos, is the
real intellectual challenge that confronts the
dangerous luxury of philosophical reflections
that have oaly in recent times been daring to
progect thought thas far.
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The Inherent Nobility of Man (1962), a mural by the artist Carlisle Chang at the Old Flarco Alrport. It was infamously destroyed on instruction of the Government
of T&T o make way for new construction. The painting depicts the stream of people for whom Trinidad has been home, beginning with the native people
followed by successive waves of immigrants from Europe, Africa and Asia.

Message to The Future

By Rabina Shar
Spokesperson of the Elders Council of the Wiano
Cormmuenity in the Southwestern Pervinsular of
Trirtidad and Tobago

| WRITE with the permission of my Elders
Coundil which recognizes that all our people
have been indoctrinated for over 400 years.

The Warao way of life, our religion, our tradi-
tions and eventually our freedom to determine
our destiny, have been forcefully taken away
from us. The political resournces of our lands
have been captured and controlled by foreign
irnvaders. Our history has been painted as
cannibalism, ignorance and dead warmions who
last their birthright against a superior race and
millitary power, Those among our people who
betrayed ouwr dignity and joined the ranks of
the European imvaders have been herabded as
our heroes, Most of our oppressed sunivors
hawe been converted to Catholics under the
Jesuits and Capuchin Priests wha inducted our
fernale saints like La Divina Pastora and Santa
Rosa De Lima into the church. In the twentieth
century most of cur people were led to believe
that they had been transformed into Spaniards.
by wirtue of interbreeding with the Spanish,

This scenario in which our children of the
‘Warao Community have been made to exist
hiches the truths of who we ang, who we wene
and whowe shall be in the future.

Our Elders Council has been the conscious
witnesses of this historical phenomenon. We
hawe decided to reseanch the traditions of our
Ancestors and to tell the truth to our children.,
Onar Grand Chief Mr, Lawrence Gervars, a retired
school principal from Rancho Quemado,
says |, Rabina Shar, the youngest of the Elders
should become the Volce and the Opinicns of
the Elders. That | showld enlighten our people

with the oral history and research of our great
traditions, religion and the human values of
o civilization.

We thank Ms. Michelle Goldwasser,
anthropologist fram UCLA for the research
she has done on our people and has shared
with us. Qur Elder FelixVioisin Jones has been
the host of this great Lady and friend. He s the
heartbeat of our allegiance to the develop-
mient of cur resurgence as the First Mation in
the habitat of both Venezuela and Trinkdad and
Tobago, part of the Scuth American continent.

According to Johannes Wilbert
author of “Mystic Endowment ® among other
bexoks and owr oral traditions, around 5000
years aga Trinadad and Venezuela was one land
mass. Nature has since separated Trinidad from
the mainland by sea. The Warao peophe ane
the original inhabitants of these lands situated
near the mouth of the Orinoco River. Our habi-
tat extended to Guyana and Lands now under
the sea in the East.

Our cosmological world is bounded by four
micantaing at the cardinal points: In the South
by Cermo Manoa in Venezueala, in the North by
MNaparima Hill in the city of San Femando in
Trinaclacd, in the West by mountains in Guyana,
inthe East by a mountain sunken within the
Atlantic Ocean, These mountains or hills ane
the abode of our Earth Gods whao are our
earliest Ancestors whao left the knowledge
and scienoes of owr civilization to be passed
diorwn through our Shamans or high priest and
priestesses,

The Northern Earth Gods hold the realm of
the Sanctuary (Naparima Hill), where ouwr First
Father, "Haburi} used to meditate in onder to
access the universal or Heavenly Realm. Little
has been researched by scholars in this regard
that has come to light. The destruction of this

hill and transformation of the Holy Cave by
Europeans into underground sealed buildings
Is a protected emvdronment by the State which
has it under its control.

The concept of power versus truth is the
struggle ouwr Elders Council faces today,

The crime is chear, On 13 September 2007
the Linited Mations declared the Rights of
Indigenouws People. Yet they have not created a
criminal cowrt to deal with these issues,

Instead, they have put the “Aboriginal Case”
before the very nations that have been given
power; by the colonizers, and ane the benefi-
claries of the colonlal iInheritance.

Cwr struggle, already outlined in our pro-
posal to the Government of Trinidad and To-
badgo, is a simple one, Know that for 7000 years
and mone the Warao People have known this
Land and this land has known their descend-
anits. For this reason, the Spirit of our Ancestors
have requested:

[1] That the Constituticn of this land
acknowledges the recognition of our descend-
anits as the First People and the First Nation of
these Lands;

[2] That ouwr people’s right to serve our Earth
Gaols in the Northem End of our Cosmclogical
Woeld at the Maparima Hill in San Fernando be
recognisied;

[3] That the burial ground of our Ancestons
be granted to our People so that we can pay
st 1o our Ancestors in sccordance with
our traditions;

[4] That car Holy City of Siparia be apen to
our brothers and siters to pay respect unto
our Mother Goddess, known to you as La
Divina Pastora;

[5] That our people be eligible for partof
tive national resources which belong tous by
wirtue of cur right to cur lands over 7000 years

of cooupation as the First Citizens of this Land;

[6] That our descendants be they described
as Carnibs or Arawaks be identified as First
People, registened as First People and allowed
1o be organized into groups with the principhe
of freedom of assoclation;

[7] That funding be appropriated for the
purpose of Research and Development of
religion, traditional governance and economic
development and that scholarships and visits
toVenezuela and Guyana be given to advance
the knowledige and culture of our origing

[B] That all artefacts that wene taken out
of our land be retumed and that any further
exploitation of same be discontinued by
enforcement of implermentalole laws;

[9] That an Alliance between the citizens of
Trinidad and Tobago and their government be
arrived at, with & view 1o becoming One Nation
with respect for the rights of Aboriginal People,
an equation which has been excluded in the
formation of our Constitution;

[10] That the existing Amerindian Project
Committee be revisited and efforts be made
to begalize the status of the First People, lead-
ing up to the formation of a Ministry of First
People that shall represent the Assembhy of
First Peoples of Trinidad and Tobago at the
Parliamentary level;

[11] That groaps of First People be formed
and organized as an Assermnbdy run by repre-
sentatives of their chaoice guided by Traditional
Governance:

[12] That historical rights of our people
within the Republic of Venezuels be recog-
nized in good faith.

We remain peaceful in our undertakings as
we struggle against all odds for pustice,

{Reproduced from the
T&T Review, with permission)
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